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Mrs Alison Pope 

Headteacher 

 

Dear parents and carers, 

 

It’s certainly been a busy half term.  You will see from reading the rest of the newsletter that school has been busy in terms of 
events and activities for pupils.  This includes our school production Oliver on the last two days of half term – I hope to see 
many of you there. Additionally, we had our continued Ofsted inspection.  I am hopeful I will have a final report before half 
term (it may have already reached you by the time you read this!).  It has been an incredibly challenging time for staff in school 
and we have appreciated your support.  Although we are very pleased with the way in which the final team gained a through 
insight into life at The Priory, with a very personalized and well rounded commentary, it is a shame that it took a robust chal-
lenge of the initial visit, to get to this point.  The number of parents and carers who contacted me to lend their support was 
overwhelming.  Whilst it is always important to have an external lens there does need to be trust in the way in which the pro-
cess is carried out, we felt this was the case with the visit in January.  However, it is still just a snapshot into everything a school 
does on a daily basis and we were heartened by the overriding feeling from the parental body that the view of Ofsted was not 
the primary factor in judging the provision for your child.  Myself and my staff are looking forward to being able to move for-

wards with this sentiment in mind. 

 

Key areas to note: 

 

• If your child has a medical or dental appointment we would always urge you to try to arrange this outside of school 
time.  However, where this is not possible you do need to request their absence, in writing, in advance with confirmation 
of the appointment. We have an increasing number of pupils asking to sign out but we have had no verification from 
parents around the reasons for this.  If they are attending a medical appointment before 3pm we do need someone to 

collect them for safeguarding purposes. 

 

• There are a number of Year 11 attending interviews at sixth form provision.  Again, we need confirmation from parents 
so we can verify where pupils are going, if their interview is before 3pm.  We understand in this case that some of these 

older pupils will make their own way there especially if it is at Shrewsbury Colleges Group. 

 

• Uniform reminders. I confirmed, last year that the skirt FOR ALL PUPILS AND YEAR GROUPS will change from green to 
the black pleated style (it must fit the style on the school website and must have permanent pleats, not a straight style).  
This change will come into place from September 2024.  I will remind again, next term.  This can be purchased from the 
School Shop uniform providers but also any high street chain or supermarket.  The black school trousers are an option 
for anyone, as are tailored shorts.  Leggings are not part of the school uniform.  Uniform infringements do incur a school 

sanction.  If there are any issues a note from home must be provided but will only cover two days. 

 

• Request from Lakeland coach company to not park in the bus stop opposite school as bus services are finding it difficult 

to pull in for passengers to board and alight. 

 

 

I hope you find the information in the newsletter useful and informative. 

 

Kind regards 

Mrs Pope 

 
 
 

 



 

  

Headteacher’s Breakfast 

The Headteacher’s Breakfast takes place weekly and is awarded to students who have been nominated by teachers for a variety of reasons. Students attend a special 

Breakfast with Mrs Pope where they can share their successes and achievements. This half-term the following students have been selected: 

 
 

18.9.23 

Josie Cox, Joshua Middleton , Oz Lovell, Jack Hawes, Joshua Middleton, Matthew Burton, Alex Davies, Isabelle Hughes, 

Max Jones, Anna Soltykowska, Niamh Middleton, Eaoife Burke, Belle Raaff, Hannah Malaquid. 

2.10.23  

Paisley Latham, Jack Evans, Jess Liversage, Annabelle Roberts, Rhys Jordan, Esme Daniels, Ella Bailey. 

16.10.23  

Zoe Farrington, Arthur Walsh, Hiroto Hood, Ethan Harding, Fraser Cox, Cara Thomas, Matilda Mavin, Alfie Aga, Emmeline 

Jennings, Marley Roberts, Izzy Ellis, Alfie Harvey. 

23.10.23  

Jonty Lowe, Josh Cox, Matthew Barlow, Kirsty Acheampong, Paul Jackson, Enid Round, Ava Sherwin, Eva Butele, Gwen 

Murray, Maria Evans, Violet Meakin, Sophie Ward, Zach Dhaliwal, Neveah Reid, Kate Myers, Joe Fairchild, Persephone 

Hollister, Morgan Ashton, Mia Brocklehurst, Jonty Lowe, Holly Opechowska, Mollie Grice, Olivia Poganis. 

26.10.23  

Haruki Hood, Hiroto Hood, Santiago Alexandre, Mario Palacios Higuera, Frederico Palacios Higuera, Julia Danielska, Holly 

Opechowska, Amelia Kazubowska, Hanin Tabir, Zuhayr Chowdrey, Mohammed Alawad. 

6.11.23 

Clare Ward, Stefan Floristean, Alex Howat, Amelia Kaszubowska, James Nightingale, Charlie Miles, Noah Ramtuhul, Megan 

Freudman, Teddy Shoosmith. 

13.11.23 

Joshua Middleton, Thomas Emonson, Rosie Edwards, Gennie Weir, Amy Hewitt, Grace Anderson, Luke Davies, Lottie Morris, 

Oz Lovell, Tilly Hughes, Cecile Gibbs, Eaiofe Burke, Matt Burton, Frederico Ribeiro, Cali Evans, Shannon Bradley, Tom    

Emonson. 

16.11.23 

Jemima Hill, Ava Sherwin, Echo Worrow, Eva Butele, Minnie Samuels, Mollie Grice, Holly Opechowska, Patrick Hawes, Vivi 

Tunbridge, Rory Corfield, Bella Jones, Enid Round, Catherine Ryan, Florence Barrett, Peyton Walmsley, Orla Kealy, Saffron 

Parkes, Laurence Maxfield, Sophia Reynolds, Anna Lysenko, Eleanor Brayne, Florence Edwards, Nathan Bullock, Iris Wan, 

Maria Evans, Ruby Verling. 

27.11.23 

Charlotte Reese, Elin Harris, Joe Roberts, Samantha Dearlove-Cruz, Santiago Alexandre, Samuel Parry-Edwards, Noah 

Boutwood, Iris Nankervis. 

4.12.23 

Arthur Walsh, Alfie Harvey, Isabella Marmaras, Alfie Harvey, Jasper Howson, Sam Patterson, Oliver Simpson, Emmie    

Jennings, Oliver Kaszubowski. 



 

 



 

  

Chris Beane, Branch Manager at Howden (Formerly A-Plan) Shrewsbury, said: “With the 

cost-of-living crisis continuing to bite, affecting energy bills, housing costs and food pric-

es, many families are facing tougher financial pressures. School uniforms are a signifi-

cant expense each year, but prices have risen considerably. And, when you couple this 

with kids’ growth spurts, moving into a new year or a new school, and the potential for 

lost property, the cost can quickly add up! 

We’re always looking for ways to support our local community, and the school uniform 

exchange made perfect sense in the current circumstances. It’s an initiative that’s free 

to use, hopefully reducing costs for families, as well as clothing waste. We hope it allevi-

ates some anxiety for parents and provides a useful resource for everyone in Shrews-

bury.” 

Anyone in the local area is welcome to participate in Howden’s school uniform ex-

change, whether to donate or pick up items they need. To take part, all you need to do 

is either visit the branch (8 High Street) between 8:30am and 5pm on weekdays, or 

9am and 12pm on Saturdays, or contact us on  01743 455900 or 

www.howdeninsurance.co.uk/shrewsbury to find out more. 

Howden Shrewsbury’s School Uniform Exchange 

Local Insurance broker Howden Shrewsbury are launching a school uniform ex-

change to support families facing financial pressures this back-to-school season. 

Uniform Exchange 

 
Pop into your local branch to donate or 

exchange any school uniform free of 
charge. 



 

 

Free School Meals 

Click here for how to apply for Free School Meals for your child 

Click here to check if you are eligible to apply for Free School Meals for your child 

FAQ: Free School Meals in Relation to Lunch Accounts 

 

When a student has Free School Meals, they are allocated £2.40 

per day for this. This amount is credited to their lunch account and 

does not roll over to the next day if any of that amount is not 

spent. 

 

The £2.40 covers the lunch deal, but the money itself is not 

‘reserved’ for this. What this means is that if snacks are bought at 

break time, this will be taken from the £2.40 Free School Meals 

amount, resulting in there not being enough of that allocated 

money left to cover a free lunch.  

 

In addition to this, if you put money on your child’s lunch account 

to cover snacks/additional food and they purchase these snacks 

before lunch, this will be taken from the £2.40 Free School Meals 

amount and not the money that you've put on the account. This is 

because any food purchases come off the Free School Meals 

amount first, before any additional credit you have added.  

 

We hope this helps to clarify the way Free School Meals works in 

relation to lunch accounts.  

https://next.shropshire.gov.uk/education-and-learning/free-school-meals/apply-for-free-school-meals/
https://next.shropshire.gov.uk/education-and-learning/free-school-meals/are-you-eligible-for-free-school-meals/


 

  

Holocaust Memorial Day 2024 

 

On Friday 26
th

 January, author Natalie Cumming visited The Priory School to share with stu-

dents the story of her family and the importance of commemorating Holocaust Memorial Day. 

On the anniversary of the liberation of the concentration camp at Auschwitz-Birkenau, peo-

ple from across the United Kingdom and the world remember the six million Jewish men, 

women, and children who were murdered during the Holocaust, alongside the millions 

of other people killed under Nazi persecution, and those killed in other genocides such 

as in Rwanda, Srebrenica, and Cambodia. 

Students had already seen a video of Natalie’s appearance on ‘The Repair Shop’ with her 

aunt’s violin. During her talk, Natalie explained that the violin had originally belonged to 

her grandfather, who had escaped religious persecution in Russia following the com-

munist revolution in 1917. The violin passed to Natalie’s Aunt Rosa, a gifted musician, 

who was invited to play for the Berlin Symphony. However, following the rise of the Na-

zis, Rosa was arrested and sent to Auschwitz. Luckily, the violin proved to be her lifeline, 

as she was forced to perform in the camp and deemed necessary to be kept alive. Unfor-

tunately, Rosa died in 1947, but not before she could pass on her story to Natalie and 

the violin to Natalie’s father. 

In a recent message, HM The King explained the importance of the work of people such 

as Natalie:  

‘The theme for Holocaust Memorial Day 2024 is the Fragility of Freedom, a stark remind-

er to us all how freedom can so easily be lost when it is taken for granted, and how cru-

cial it is, therefore, to learn from those who bear witness to the horrors of the Holocaust 

and all genocides. Tragically, we live in a world where violence and acts of unspeakable 

cruelty are still perpetrated against people for no other reason than their religion, their 

race or their beliefs. In recommitting ourselves to remembering the horrors of the past, 

we take an important step in creating a safer, freer world today and for future genera-

 



 

 

Our Head of Drama, Miss Jones, recently entered a 
competition run by the National Theatre Bookshop 
and was selected as their winner! Miss Jones, who 
was sent 5 incredible scripts said: ‘I look forward to 
reading these playscripts and sharing these with my 

students. Thank you so much National Theatre 
Bookshop.’  

https://www.facebook.com/NationalTheatreBookshop?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZW3y9MaHPXixzGLe3FiOtXRsnM1RNgOGAM4SilmqSdXaHfx-ahR6WoS2hZxjDbbIHRB9Lf1DGcw1B9pdg21o7FGeBmSlWcuPWGaZM5_5VZTsT9qdXDtJsl5ML2agArba2MIE_l2QbxyGH3igsy5f_LFd-OH3RIP2M1WkGol5H_pOgPNk0XJHDIg5HGdZgB_ke_
https://www.facebook.com/NationalTheatreBookshop?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZW3y9MaHPXixzGLe3FiOtXRsnM1RNgOGAM4SilmqSdXaHfx-ahR6WoS2hZxjDbbIHRB9Lf1DGcw1B9pdg21o7FGeBmSlWcuPWGaZM5_5VZTsT9qdXDtJsl5ML2agArba2MIE_l2QbxyGH3igsy5f_LFd-OH3RIP2M1WkGol5H_pOgPNk0XJHDIg5HGdZgB_ke_
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World Book Day is Thursday 7th March. We have big plans, including a day of costumes 
and a competition for the best efforts, a visit from Walking Dead illustrator Charlie 
Adlard, a book giveaway, a house quiz, and a murder mystery trail. £1 World Book Day 
paper vouchers will be sent home with pupils this week. These can be used from 
15th February to swap for a special World Book Day book. A number of the books availa-
ble are suitable for older students including Dread Wood: Creepy Creations and The 
Doomsday Date. Participating retailers: Asda, Sainsburys, WHSmith, Waterstones, The 
Works, Tesco.  

 

Pupil Librarian of the Term: Vivi Tunbridge 8A - well done, Vivi! 

 

We have raised £460 through the Year 7 sponsored read, Priory Reads. A big thank 
you to all who encouraged more reading at home and sponsored their child or helped 
their child collect sponsors. The money raised will go towards the charities Cancer Re-
search UK, The Dogs Trust, WWF and new school library books! 



 

 

On Saturday 3rd February a team of students travelled to Oswestry to take part in The Shropshire 
Schools’ Cross Country Championships. Some students were unable to attend due to clashes with other 
sporting commitments, so we were unable to contend for the year group team medals. Despite this, 
there were some great individual performances from those that did attend and we were able to enter at 
least someone for each race.  
  
Fraser Cox 7P put in an amazing performance, coming 3rd in his race. A big well done to George Bentley 
(17th) and Lydia Tanner who represented the girls coming 13th.  
  
In the junior girls race Enid Round, 8P came 18th. Great running from Maisie Forber who came 11th and 
Poppy Smith just behind at 14th.  
  
Another podium spot in the junior boys race, with a suburb run from Will Neil, finishing 3rd place. Harry 
Marston-Jones in Year 8 also ran well coming in at 18th and Peter Cawood 22nd.  
  
In the Inter girls race Josie Cox and Roisin Ellam both ran well coming 21st and 22nd. Whilst in the Inter 
boys race Sam Taylor ran superbly, finishing 9th. Billy Ward came 12th and Charlie Bevan 27th.  
 
Will Neil and Fraser Cox will now go on to represent Shropshire. We wish them both the best of luck.  
  
A big well done to all.  



 

  



 

 

The Year 7 Girls Football Team had a very successful December, and won all their matches! 

 

They are into the 5th round of the English Schools PlayStation Cup, after beating              
Bridgenorth 3-0 on Wednesday 13th December. 

 

They travelled to Wigan on the 16th January to represent Shrewsbury Town in the U13 EFL 
Cup.  



 

  

The year 7 girls football team progressed to the next round of the 
county cup, with a convincing 8-0 will against Idsall school, as 
they look to secure Shropshire and National champion status. 

 

The team have drawn the St Joseph's college, Durham, at home in 
the quarter final of the National cup, and hope to go all the way. 

 

The Priory have had previous success in the year 7 national cup, 
winning it 5 years ago. 



 

 

On Tuesday 23rd January our Year 7 girls took a very wet and windy trip up 
to Wigan to represent both the school and Shrewsbury Town FC in the EFL 
Regional football finals. It was a tough day and sadly the girls missed out on 
the semi-finals by just one point. Despite this, it was a fantastic experience 
and each of the girls showed sheer grit and determination throughout the 
day despite the challenging conditions!!! Star performances came from Lexie 
Jones and Clara Jacobs! Well done to all!!  



 

  

      Volleyball 
Year 10 and Y11 volleyball team played a two competitive 
games against Shrewsbury Academy.  

 

Senior girls 

 

Priory 25-9 Shrewsbury Academy 

Priory 25-11 Shrewsbury Academy 

 

Mixed senior 

 

Priory 25-14 Shrewsbury Academy 

Priory 26-17 Shrewsbury Academy 

 

Senior boys 

 

Priory 26-24 Shrewsbury Academy 

 



 

 

Futures Focus 

A quick update on the careers activities for this half term and what is coming 

up 

Year 10 Apprenticeship Event 

All Year 10 students took part in our annual Apprenticeship event where 

they heard from young apprentices, including degree level, about their jour-

neys and why they chose apprenticeships. Learning first hand from appren-

tices give valuable information to help with their decision making in the fu-

ture. Two were former students of The Priory School and listening to their 

stories having once sat in the seats of our current year 10 was very powerful. 

 

Shrewsbury School University Fair 

Over 30 year 11 students attended Shrewsbury School University Fair where 

they had the opportunity to speak with over 40 different universities as well 

as gap year and overseas providers. Whilst many students are not sure exact-

ly what they want to do, gathering so much information, understanding the 

importance of GCSE results and A Level choices will help students make in-

formed decisions over the coming years. 

 

Coming up in the Spring Term: 

 

National Careers Week – 6th March 2023  

Year 9 

Apprenticeship and Employability Skills Show, Telford – 50 students will have 

the chance to talk to employers about many different types of apprentice-

ships – and probably collect a few free gifts too! 

 

Year 10 

Army Elite Skills Workshop – a talk from the army about different careers and 

then a chance to develop their employability skills through a range of activi-

ties including walking through a ‘minefield’ blindfolded and passing a team 

through a net without touching the sides.  

 

If you are able to offer your support with any events or would like to know 

more about our careers education please contact Mrs France at pri-

info@pri.318education.co.uk 



 

  

Year 10 GCSE Business Visit To Aico 

 

Visiting businesses is an important part of bringing the GCSE curriculum to life 

for our GCSE Business students and a visit to Aico in Oswestry did just that. Stu-

dents toured the offices, warehousing facilities and saw the very impressive 

range of initiatives focusing on staff well being including in house gym, relaxa-

tion room, break room with pool table and bean bags, it was a little too wet to 

visit the chickens outside! Students really enjoyed the day commenting “I learnt 

and saw in person a workplace and the employee satisfaction methods used in 

order to boost productivity” and “I really enjoyed the day at Aico. I think it was 

the perfect length and it was very fascinating to see what a business distributor 

looks like. It was very helpful and I think the activity was fun and useful”.  

Aico, an Ei Company, are the European Market Leader in Home Life Safety. Ai-

co alarms offer a variety of sensor types to guarantee protection for every 

home, the cornerstone of which is delivering education, quality, service, and 

innovation. Aico focuses on supporting students through various initiatives, 

such as assisting schools with their career programmes, preparing the future 

generation for the world of work, and exposing students to skills they may 

 



 

 



 

  



 

 

5 Conway Drive, Monkmoor,  

Shrewsbury, SY2 5UA. 



 

  

Alumni Update 

The Priory School Alumni is a network of past students who would like to keep in touch with school and their peers.  

We have a dedicated wall in school where some of our 

Alumni pen portraits are displayed for students and staff 

to see. We also have a selection on the website. 

If you are a member of our Alumni, we would love to 
hear about your life since you have left school.  If you 
would like to send us a pen portrait, for further details 

please contact  sandra.cooper@pri.318education.co.uk 

 

If you are a past student of The Priory School and would like to find out more please visit                               

https://priory.tpstrust.co.uk/community/alumni/     -We would love to hear from you! 

The Priory School Alumni now has 199 members! It is so interesting to see what our students have been doing 

since they left school. Please see some examples below:  

 

• Professional Cricketer Head Coach 

• Business Manager for a music management company 
• Veterinarian 
• Environmental Consultant 
• Chartered Accountant 
• Product Director Media and Entertainment 
• CEO of a software development company in Belgrade, Serbia 
• Solicitor in criminal and property law 
• Freelance Illustrator 
• Rare Book Librarian 
• Owner of an IT recruitment business 
• Owner of a media company 
• Dentist with their own company 
• Primary School Teacher 
• Financial Incident Manager 
• Tutor in Classic Teaching (Greek History and Art and Archaeology) 

 

What is The Priory School Alumni? 
 
Our alumni is a network of past students who would like to keep in touch with The Priory School and their peers. 
 There is no charge to join and you would: 

• receive e-newsletters 

• be invited to attend memory lane events and school activities where appropriate 

• support the school by taking part in activities such as judging competitions, conducting mock interviews, talk-
ing to students about your career path, etc. 

If you are a past student from our school we would love you to join us; it only takes 2 minutes to complete the  
joining form!  

https://priory.tpstrust.co.uk/community/alumni
mailto:sandra.cooper@pri.318education.co.uk
https://priory.tpstrust.co.uk/community/alumni/
http://priory.tpstrust.co.uk/community/alumni/joining-application-form/


 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Diary Dates & Reminders 

 

  Term Dates (List) 2023-24 

 
 

     Summer Term 2023 

Rest of school term: Monday 5th June - Tuesday 25th July 2023 

Summer Holidays: Wednesday 26th July - Thursday 31st August 2023 

Bank Holiday: Friday 1st September 2023 

*PD Day: Monday 4th September 2023 

    

  Autumn Term 2023 

     School Term: Tuesday 5th September - Thursday 26th October 2023 

  Half Term: Monday 30th October - Friday 3rd November 2023 

School Term: Monday 6th November - Friday 15th December 2023 

Christmas Holiday: Monday 18th December - Tuesday 2nd January 2023 

*PD Days: 27th October 2023 & 18th, 19th, 20th December 2023 
 

     Spring Term 2024 

     School Term:  Wednesday 3rd January - Friday 9th February 2024 

     Half Term: Monday 12th February - Friday 16th February 2024 

School Term: Monday 19th February - Friday 22nd March 2024 

     Easter Holiday: Monday 25th March - Friday 5th April 2024 
 

     Summer Term 2024 

     School Term: Monday 8th April - Friday 24th May 2024 

May Half Term: Monday 27th May - Friday 31st May 2024 

School Term: Monday 3rd June - Friday 19th July 2024 

Summer Holidays: Monday 22nd July - Friday 30th August 2024 

 
 

 

ALL DATES ARE INCLUSIVE 

 
Any 1pm finishes will be communicated in advance 



 

  

Diary Dates & Reminders 

Calendars 2023-24 & 2024-25 



 

 

 

https://priory.tpstrust.co.uk/ 

facebook.com/PriorySch 

Out! Check 

us 
OUR SOCIALS 

@PriorySch  

@prioryartdept  

Looking Ahead for Parents/Carers HERE 

https://priory.tpstrust.co.uk/parents/looking-ahead-for-parentscarers/
https://priory.tpstrust.co.uk/parents/looking-ahead-for-parentscarers/

