
Year 9 Recommended Reading 

Nineteen Eighty-Four by George Orwell  MATURE THEMES & VIOLENCE 

The famous dystopian novel that inspired Big Brother. Still highly relevant in our modern 

world of media, surveillance and right-wing politics. 

The Boy Who Steals Houses by C.G. Drew  VIOLENCE & STRONG LANGUAGE 

Sam is only fifteen but he and his autistic older brother, Avery, have been abandoned by 

every relative he's ever known. Now Sam's trying to build a new life for them. He survives 

by breaking into empty houses when their owners are away, until one day he's caught out 

when a family returns home. Can two broken boys find their perfect home? 

Heartstopper by Alice Oseman DYSLEXIA FRIENDY!  GRAPHIC NOVEL LGBT 
STRONG LANGUAGE 

Boy meets boy. Boys become friends. Boys fall in love. An LGBTQ+ graphic novel about life, 

love, and everything that happens in between  

One Of Us Is Lying by Karen McManus STRONG LANGUAGE & MATURE THEMES 

Five students go to detention.  Only four leave alive.  A tightly plotted whodunnit packed with 

cryptic clues and plot twists..  

RUN REBEL  by Manjeet Mann  STRONG LANGUAGE & SOME VIOLENCE 

A young girl defines her place in the world in this verse novel that sensitively explores themes of 

bullying and domestic abuse.  A powerful read. 

The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas STRONG LANGUAGE & MATURE THEMES 

Starr witnesses the police shooting of a childhood friend.  She has to decide whether to use her 

voice to try and fight for justice.  A compelling exploration of race and growing up in modern day 

America.  

A Change Is Gonna Come by Various  Poetry  SOME STRONG LANGUAGE & MATURE THEMES 

An anthology featuring poems and stories from 12 black, Asian and minority ethnic authors—

this absorbing book offers refreshing perspectives, tales of humour and emotional punches. 

My Family and Other Animals by Gerald Durrell Non-Fiction 

The charming account of a rare and magical childhood on the island of Corfu by treasured   

British conservationist Gerald Durrell.  Great for animal and nature lovers. 

Dracula  by Bram Stoker DARK/MATURE THEMES 
A classic vampire tale following Dracula’s move from Transylvania to England, pursued by  

Abraham Van Helsing who is intent on exterminating him. 

I Capture The Castle by Dodie Smith  SOME MATURE THEMES 
Cassandra lives a carefree life in a ruined castle in the countryside.  But her life changes forever 

when Americans arrive unexpectedly to claim the castle as their inheritance.  A story of first love 

and family. 

A Good Girl’s Guide to Murder by Holly Jackson  MATURE THEMES 

Five years ago, schoolgirl Andie Bell was murdered by her boyfriend—case closed.  But having 
grown up in the same small town that was consumed by the crime, Pippa isn't so sure. When 
she chooses the case as the topic for her final project, she starts to uncover secrets that some-
one in town desperately wants to stay hidden.  

The Quiet at the End of the World by Lauren James SOME DARK THEMES 

Lowrie and Shen are the youngest people on the planet after a virus caused global infertility.     

A secret is uncovered that threatens not only their family but humanity’s entire existence.  How 

far would you go to save the ones you love? 

 

Try a taster of each book or 

watch book trailers and 

videos! 

Scan the QR code or use 

this link….. 

https://wke.lt/w/s/k45ZSY 

 

 

 



 

Noughts and Crosses by Malorie Blackman STRONG LANGUAGE & MATURE THEMES 

Sephy is a Cross. Callum is a Nought. They've been friends since they were children, and 

they both know that's as far as it can ever go. Noughts and Crosses are fated to be bitter 

enemies and love is out of the question. Stormzy’s favourite book and a true modern     

classic! 
Orangeboy by Patrice Lawrence STRONG LANGUAGE & MATURE THEMES 

Marlon can't believe it when his dream girl picks him as her date to the fair.  But when a 
mysterious tragedy strikes, Marlon is determined to reveal the chain that links him to the 
criminal underworld. He starts getting the wrong sort of attention, as investigations tangle 
him into a web of gangs.  A pacey crime thriller that feels unique, realistic and truthful.   

Miss Peregrine’s Home For Peculiar Children by Ransom Riggs DARK 

THEMES 

An unforgettable novel with a quirky story mixing fiction and photography in a thrilling reading 
experience.  The first in a series. 

Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde by Robert Louis Stevenson VIOLENCE & DARK THEMES 

The mysterious friendship between respectable Dr Henry Jekyll and the criminal Edward 

Hyde is a puzzle to Dr Jekyll's friends.  When Hyde beats a member of Parliament to death, 

Jekyll’s lawyer is determined to discover the ties that bind the two men together…. 

Are You There God?  It’s Me, Margaret by Judy Blume MATURE THEMES 

Margaret is convinced she isn’t normal.  Her friends are more grown up than her, she’s    

starting a new school and she’s unsure whether to follow her mother’s or her father’s            

religion.  A relatable book about puberty, growing up and questioning stuff, told with humour 

and honesty. 

Long Way Down by Jason Reynolds DYSLEXIA FRIENDY!  STRONG LANGUAGE & SOME 

VIOLENCE 

Spanning a mere one minute and seven seconds, this free-verse novel is an intense       

snapshot of the chain reaction caused by pulling a trigger.  

The Hound of the Baskervilles by Arthur Conan Doyle  SOME DARK THEMES 

The Baskerville family is cursed by a supernatural dog intent on savaging them.  Can Sherlock 

Holmes and Watson solve the mystery and save the family? 

Ender’s Game by Orson Scott Card SOME VIOLENCE 

At Battle School fighting is compulsory.  Ender Wiggin must survive the most brutal military training 

program in the galaxy.  Classic science-fiction and adventure—the first in a series. 

The Old Man and the Sea by Ernest Hemingway 

Set in the Gulf Stream off the coast of Havana, Hemingway's perfectly crafted fable is the 

story of an old man, a young boy and a giant fish. An ideal, short introduction to more     

challenging literature. 

The Truth of Things by Anthony McGowan DYSLEXIA FRIENDY!  STRONG LANGUAGE 

& MATURE THEMES 

Life is pretty tough for Nicky and Kenny. Their mum is gone and their dad has had his      

troubles. Money is tight and people can be cruel about Kenny's learning difficulties. But 

through it all, the brothers stick together, sharing adventures and their love of the natural 

world, while finding humour in the most difficult of times.  

Salt To The Sea by Ruth Sepetys SOME DARK THEMES 

In 1945, the Second World War is drawing to an end and the German people flee from the 
approaching Russian army.  Sepetys based this 2017 Carnegie Medal winner on a true -life 
naval disaster in which an estimated 9,000 people drowned.  Tragic and moving.  

Boy Everywhere by A.M. Dassu SOME VIOLENCE 

A debut novel following the harrowing journey taken by Sami and his family.  Across     

countries and continents, from a comfortable life in Damascus, via a  smuggler's den in 

Turkey, to a prison in Manchester.  A story of survival, family and bravery. 


