
 

Year 7 Recommended Reading 

When Stars Are Scattered by Victoria Jamieson DYSLEXIA FRIENDY!  GRAPHIC NOVEL 

Heartbreak and hope exist together in this remarkable graphic novel about growing up in a          

refugee camp, as told by a Somali refugee.  

Lampie by Annet Schaap 

Lampie lives alone with her struggling widowed father.  Following a terrible shipping disaster, 

connected to their lighthouse she is sent away to work in a large, mysterious house to            

reduce their debts.  But what she discovers there changes everything forever. 

Moonfleet  by J. Meade Falkner 

A thrilling tale of adventure and smugglers set among the cliffs and caves of Dorset.  Orphan 

John Trenchard is forced to flee England with a price on his head.  

The Skylark’s War by Hilary McKay 

Clarry and her brother Peter live for their annual summer trips to Cornwall—a chance to    

escape their cold father and to enjoy spending time with their exciting cousin Rupert.  But 

when the First World War begins and Rupert enlists in the army, their world is thrown upside 

down.  Will they ever see him again?  How will the shadow of the war change their lives? 

Owen and the Soldier by Lisa Thompson   DYSLEXIA FRIENDLY! 

At home, Owen and his mum are struggling and there's nobody he can talk to.  But hidden 

away in the park, Owen feels free to be himself and he’s the only one who can save the 

crumbling stone soldier.  Can he find the courage to speak up before it's too late? A touching 

story of loss and remembrance. 

Wed Wabbit by Lissa Evans 

Fidge is hurled into the strange, surreal world of the Wimbley Woos along with her awful 

cousin Graham.  A witty and hilarious read that may help pre-teens to appreciate home and 

family.   

High Rise Mystery by Sharna Jackson 

The perfect ‘whodunnit’.  After finding their art teacher murdered, The Tri’ sisters Nik and 

Norva sift through red herrings and reveal a series of tower block secrets, determined to solve 

this terrible crime.  

Can You See Me? by Libby Scott 

People think that because Tally’s autistic she doesn’t realise what they’re thinking.  But Tally 

hears, sees and notices everything.  A powerful lesson in empathy and kindness written using 

real life diary entries of a young girl with Asperger’s. 

Northern Lights by Philip Pullman   Some dark themes 

The first of The Dark Materials trilogy recently televised by the BBC.  When Lyra’s friend goes 

missing and she finds out there’s an expedition to discover other worlds very different to her 

own, a chain of events is set in motion catapulting her into danger and a search for the truth. 

The Girl of Ink & Stars by Kiran Millward Hargrave 

Forbidden to leave her island, brave Isabelle dreams of the faraway lands her father once 

mapped.  When her closest friend disappears into the Island’s Forgotten Territories, she vol-

unteers to guide the search.  An action adventure novel with a strong female lead character. 

The Goldfish Boy by Lisa Thompson 

Twelve year old Matthew is trapped in his bedroom by crippling OCD, spending most of his 

time staring out his bedroom window watching the comings and goings of Chestnut Close.  

But when a young neighbour goes missing Matthew turns detective to unravel the mystery.   

Boy In The Tower by Polly Ho-Yen   Some dark themes 

Ade lives at the top of a tower block but his Mum hates going outside and is happier sleeping 

all day, where it is safe.  One day, other tower blocks on the estate start falling down around 

them and strange, menacing plants begin to appear….. 

 

 

Try a taster of each 

book or watch book 

trailers and videos! 

Scan the QR code or 

use this link….. 

https://wke.lt/w/s/w-R9TP 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=111ztD-2QaU
https://books.google.co.uk/books/about/Lampie_and_the_Children_of_the_Sea.html?id=Aa-WDwAAQBAJ&printsec=frontcover&source=kp_read_button&redir_esc=y#v=onepage&q&f=false
http://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/10743
https://read.amazon.co.uk/kp/embed?linkCode=kpp&asin=B07CMKX9T3&tag=bing08-20&reshareId=3KDS4M77KF4EHZNJVY8S&reshareChannel=system
https://read.amazon.co.uk/kp/embed?linkCode=kpp&asin=B0754HXX24&tag=bing08-20&reshareId=60JHEE2Y9WPCYREGM1Z2&reshareChannel=system
https://wke.lt/w/s/w-R9TP


 

 Still Water by Chris Priestley DYSLEXIA FRIENDLY  Some dark themes 

Evacuated from London at the outbreak of war, Rosie is taken in by kind Mrs. Taylor and her 

daughter Mary. But all is not as it seems. When Rosie comes across a strange girl swimming in 

a local pond, she hopes they will become friends. But instead her appearance leads to a horrify-

ing revelation. 

CRATER LAKE by Jennifer Killick   Some dark spooky themes 

There are three rules for surviving Crater Lake: don’t go anywhere with an adult; don’t follow 

any instructions you’re given; and don’t ever  fall asleep… A fast-paced, high action read full 

of suspense, scares, twists and turns  

A Little Princess by Frances Hodson Burnett 

Sara is sent to a strict boarding school after her father enlists in WW1.  When he is presumed 

dead, the headmistress, knowing she won’t receive any more money, forces her to become a 

servant. But the resourceful young girl changes her fortune again. 

Wink by Rob Harrell 

Ross Molloy just wants to be normal.  But with his recent diagnosis of a rare eye cancer, 

simply blending in is no longer an option. Ross - and his friends and his family - all need to 

work out how to deal with this devastating challenge that life has thrown down. Maybe Batpig 

can come to the rescue? Heart-warming and emotional but very, very funny. 

Holes by Louis Sachar   Some dark themes 

Stanley Yelnats’ family has been cursed and he finds himself wrongly accused of theft and 

sent to a mysterious juvenile detention centre in the sweltering Texan desert.  A witty,      

inventive mystery novel, told in a direct, simple style. 

The Bone Sparrow by Zana Fraillon 

Focusing on a friendship between two young refugees, The Bone Sparrow is a rare, special 

book that will break your heart with its honesty and beauty.  Hopeful and uplifting.  

The HAUNTING OF AVELINE JONES by Phil Hickes  Some dark themes 

Aveline is sent to stay with her unpleasant Aunt Lilian in the wild, gloomy town of Malmouth, 

Cornwall.  She stumbles upon a quirky bookshop and a sinister long-lost diary drawing her into 

an unsolved local mystery.  Spooky events spiral and Aveline finds herself in great danger. 

The House With Chicken Legs by Sophie Anderson  Some dark themes 

A story of death, magic and the afterlife told by Marinka, who is desperate not to follow in her 

grandmother’s footsteps and wants to find her own destiny.  Loosely based on the Slavic  

witch myth of Baba Yaga this story is delightfully dark and engrossing.  

A to Z The Best Children’s Poetry by Michael Rosen   Poetry 

From Agard to Zephaniah—a poet for every letter of the alphabet.  A great book to dip in and 

out of and a wonderful way to get to know a diverse range of British poets. 

George by Alex Gino  LGBT 

To the world around her George is a boy but she longs to show the world who she really is.  A 

short sweet story about embracing your true self and trusting people.  Relatable for anyone 

struggling with doubt, a lack of confidence or finding it hard to fit in. 

When Hitler Stole Pink Rabbit by Judith Kerr 

Judith Kerr, the illustrator of the much loved Mog the Cat, fled Germany with her Jewish family 

when she was just 9 years old before the outbreak of WW2.  Judith and her brother were 

rushed by her parents in secrecy away from everything they knew—home and schoolmates 

and well-loved toys.  This is their story. 

Sputnik’s Guide To Life On Earth  by Frank Cottrell Boyce 

A zany, hilarious, laugh-out-loud tale of family, friendship and alien space dogs! 

 

 


